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Portsmouth and Southampton’s future vision for development
Commercial property professionals met recently at a special VIP reception held at the biggest business2business show in the South –Business South 2010, at The Rose Bowl. 

This venue was chosen as the perfect forum for members of the Portsmouth and Southampton Property Associations (PPA and SPA) to discuss the future vision for development of the Urban South Hants region.
This was the first time that the PPA and SPA had come together at a reception jointly organised by The Harbour Economic Development Forum (HEDF) and Southampton City Council, to network and discuss issues facing the region as a whole. The councils have been working closely together for the past year to bring a greater cohesion to the work involved in encouraging inward investment into the region and saw the bringing together of these two very well respected organisations as vital in this role.

The 2010 planning system, and how this will affect the roles of property professionals, was also a central focus of the discussions, with the allocations of housing and employment land space being a particular priority of the group.
All organisations involved see this is the start of many joint events and further partnership working between the Local Authorities (LAs) and Property Associations, to bring together property professionals in the region to share best practice and to market the region to potential investors.
Neil Hawkins, Director of Chandler Hawkins and secretary of Portsmouth Property Association (PPA)  added;
 

"The property associations recognise the benefits of working closely with Local Authorities and other property Associations in South Hampshire to encourage economic growth. Future development is key to the success of the region and combining the skills of the private and public sectors is vital to ensure the schemes are delivered."
HEDF (representing LAs of Portsmouth, Fareham, Gosport and Havant) and Southampton City Council (representing LAs of Southampton, Winchester, Eastleigh, Test Valley and The New Forest) successfully launched their joint free online property register to more than 100 key commercial agents, developers and property experts at The Rose Bowl last November. The initiative was met with a lot of enthusiasm:
Adrian Whitfield Director of Lambert Smith Hampton said: 

"This is an excellent initiative from the local authorities; something that we agents and businesses have eagerly anticipated. The arrival of the joint property system has been welcomed by professionals in the field and proves to be a valuable resource."

Matthew Poplett Partner of King Sturge LLP commented: 
"In these times of recession and the credit crunch it is great to see the local authorities pulling together to create a unified front in attracting new business to the South Coast.

The Economic Development web-sites (www.invest-in-southampton.co.uk and www.invest-in-portsmouth.co.uk) are great tools for obtaining information about the area and to locate commercial property."
For further information and contacts visit www.invest-in-southampton.co.uk and www.invest-in-portsmouth.co.uk.
Notes for editors:

www.invest-in-southampton.co.uk was launched in August 2002

www.invest-in-portsmouth.co.uk was launched in September 2009

The Southampton commercial property register started in January 1982, as a paper copy.

