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The project 

 Portsmouth Hinterland Narrative 

 Portsmouth Hinterland Research Toolkit 



Project aims 

 Enhance understanding and heighten awareness 

 Identify how the influence of the dockyard and navy is 

manifested in landscapes, townscapes and historic 

features 

 Assess the significance of the features 

 Identify key sources and areas for further research 

 Identify the condition of heritage assets where possible  



 



Themes 

 Ship building, fitting out and armaments 

 Food production and processing 

 Transport and communications 

 Accommodation 

 Materials provision 



 





 



Themes 

 Military function 

 Sea defence, water management, reclamation 

 Administration and finance 

 Retail and marketing 

 Health and welfare 

 Education 

 



Themes 

 Religion and burial 

 Recreation 

 Crime and punishment 

 Clothing 

 Immigration and ethnic diversity 

 Gender 



Phases of development 

 1.Naval base to dockyard (3rd Century-1688) 

 2. Renaissance and Consolidation (1689-1760) 

 3. Rebuilding and Innovation (1761-1814) 

 4. Sustaining and Expanding the Empire (1815-1889) 

 5. The Arms Race (1890-1918) 

 6. The Modern Period- The Great Depression, World War 2 and the end of 

the Empire (1919-1959 

 7. The Present (1960 onwards) 

 

 



 



 





Aims of the toolkit 

 Aid research to develop the thematic narrative 

 Identify further heritage features linked to the dockyard 

and the navy and assess their significance 

 Highlight any heritage issues in early stages of proposed 

development 

 



Guidelines 

 Identifying the asset 

 Researching the asset 

 Assessing significance 



 



How can the narrative be used?  

 Historic environment strategies and policies (a 

consistent approach, cross-boundary working) 

 Attract inward investment 

 Support grant applications, community initiatives 

 Support tourism and education   

 



 




