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• Powers and resources devolved to city regions and strategic corridors

• Promoting the region to potential investors

• Effective policy implementation

• A powerful voice to influence national debate

SPC project: Why a ‘regional’ 
perspective?



• Renewed commitment to English devolution

• ‘Every part of the country has the power to shape its own destiny’

But

• Focus on city regions and strategic growth (West Mids, Ox-Cam corridor)

• Focus on the Midlands and North (Leeds, South Yorks)

How to ensure the central south does not lose out!

New political context



Current headline messages 

Perhaps to be expected, but the picture painted is one of:

• No presentation of a common narrative

• No reinforcement of shared ambitions

• Little acknowledgement of shared challenges or opportunities

• Occasional recognition of the importance of collaboration



• Defence and aerospace 

• Marine and maritime

• Digital economy

• Health, life sciences, and medtech

• Business and financial services 

• Advanced engineering and manufacturing, digital enabling 
technologies, life sciences

Economic 
synergies



• Improving productivity 

• Economic growth rates

• Growing and attracting high performance businesses

• Improving skill levels

Shared 
challenges



• ‘The two ports…alongside Southampton International Airport,
are our three International Gateways, and represent significant 
economic assets and ensure that the Solent is globally 
connected.’  Solent LEP

• ‘Enterprise M3 sits at the heart of a transportation hub 
connecting UK business to the rest of the world…close to 
Heathrow, Gatwick and Southampton airports 
and…Farnborough Airport…. The ports of Southampton and 
Portsmouth are linked via extensive road and rail
connections…’ Enterprise M3 LEP

• ‘The transport connections to and around Dorset make the 
county an excellent gateway to the rest of the UK, Europe and 
beyond’. Dorset LEP

A ‘gateway’ 
region



• Common local transport challenges:

• Solutions to local congestion/access problems

• Increased utilisation of new low carbon and digital technologies

• Improved public transport

• South East Transport review strategic priorities

• M3/A34 junction

• A27-M27 Corridor

• South Western Mainline/M3

• Cross-Country line/A34

• Portsmouth line/A3

Critical 
infrastructure



• ‘Surrey and Hampshire are known for their rich natural 
environment. …two national parks and sites of outstanding 
natural beauty and heritage... Enterprise M3 LEP

• ...is bordered by two national parks and with a natural 
geography comprising three islands and two peninsulas, it has 
renowned heritage, countryside and coastline’. Solent LEP

• ‘The strategic importance and value of Dorset’s natural 
environment and heritage is recognised 
internationally...environmental and historical designations cover 
more than 65% of Dorset‘s landscape’. Dorset LEP

• ‘World class economy, world class environment’ New 
Forest National Park

Natural 
environmen

t



• Strong complementary Universities

• Strong cultural offer

• Heritage

• Tourism

HE, culture 
& heritage



• Energy

• Climate change 

• Housing

• Tourism

Shared 
aspirations



• .. ‘a new city by the sea – Bournemouth, Christchurch and 
Poole – is being created that is comparative in size to Bristol’

• ‘We want to build on Southampton’s unique sea city location’

• ‘Make Portsmouth Britain’s premier waterfront technology 
and innovation city’

• complementary relationship between urban and rural areas

A shared 
sense of 

place



• Three waterfront cities: complementary economies and 
ambitions

• 6 universities

• Large and (potentially) interconnected population

• Strong cultural offer

• Set in distinctive natural environment

• Gateway region

• Important links with South West/NE Hants/Surrey/Thames 
Valley/London

• Good fit to emerging government priorities

‘The central 
South’?



Waterfront cities

Universities

Interconnected population

Strong cultural offer

Natural environment

Gateway region

Important links

Key:



Next steps…..

Articulate a shared narrative

Determine common priorities (e.g. urban connectivity, strategic transport, skills, green recovery)

Extend cooperation  (e.g. planning and transport, energy, visitor economy)

Develop regional networks (e.g. HE and FE, creative industries)


