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1. ϥntroduction 

1.1 About Greenprint 

The Greenprint is a joint initiative led by New Forest National Park Authority, University of 

Southampton, University of Portsmouth, and Southern Policy Centre, working with Partnership for 

South Hampshire. The objective of the Greenprint framework is to enhance collaboration across and 

within sectors to achieve a green recovery together.  

 

The Greenprint framework has been developed from existing plans and strategies, and through 

dialogue with a range of stakeholders, reɳecting the distinctive characteristics of our area: our 

renowned coastline and national parks; the interconnected mosaic of urban, suburban and rural 

communities; our excellent educational and research institutions; a commitment to building 

sustainable places; and building climate resilience by working with local businesses and innovative 

Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs). The framework focuses on ɲve priorities: Net Zero with 

Nature, World Class Blue/Green Environments, Natural Health Service, Quality in Design and Build, 

and Green Skills and Jobs.  

 

Between June and August 2022, Karolina Zarzyczny (the Greenprint ϥnitiative secondee) conducted a 

series of interviews with a range of stakeholders and experts across the Central South. The objective 

of the interviews was to gather expert and key stakeholder opinions, regarding the actions which 

should underpin the Greenprint Framework. This document provides a summary of the consultation 

for the World Class Blue/Green Environments priority.   

 

1.2 World Class Blue/Green Environments 

The World Class Blue/Green Environments priority is focused on protecting, restoring and improving 

our distinctive, high quality blue and green environments, enabling the natural capital and 

ecosystem services they provide to contribute fully to a strong economy and a healthy, inclusive 

society. The theme is split into two outcomes: 

     Land Restoration and Protection 
       ɈRegional environmental commitments work towards evidence-based 
  restoration and enhancement of natural, native biodiversity. Land  use 
 and land management plans identify and pursue opportunities for evidence-  
based restoration and resilience building, starting with protected/designated sites. 
The region ceases degradation of regions rich in natural capital, such as peatland 
and heathland, and woodland areas.ɉ 

     Water Restoration and Protection  
    ɈRegional environmental commitments work towards evidence-based 
       restoration and enhancement of natural, native biodiversity. Blue environment 
 plans identify and pursue opportunities for evidence-based restoration and  
    resilience building, considering gains for blue carbon and ecosystem health such as  
oyster restoration, seagrass restoration and saltmarsh restoration. The region ceases  
degradation of areas rich in natural capital, such as blue carbon or nursery ɲshing stocks.ɉ  
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2. Method of consultation 

2.1 ϥnterviewee selection 

The Greenprint framework was developed through dialogue with a range of stakeholders and 

experts which came together in Communities of Practice. For the consultation, members of 

Communities of Practice were invited for an online interview, to provide their thoughts and expertise 

on actions which they believe should underpin the Greenprint framework. ϥndividuals new to 

Greenprint, were invited on recommendation from other Community of Practice members.  

 

For this consultation, we interviewed six experts: Sienna Somers (Hampshire and ϥsle of Wight 

Wildlife Trust), Graham Horton (Natural England), Sarah Taylor (Natural England), Nick Tomalin (Royal 

Society for the Protection of Birds), Dr. Hachem Kassem (University of Southampton), and a 

representative from Coastal Partners.  

 

2.2 ϥnterview format 

All the interviews were between 30Ɂ60 minutes long, and took place over Microsoft Teams. When a 

call was not possible, consultation was carried out over email. All the experts and stakeholders were 

interviewed by Karolina Zarzyczny. 

 

The interviewees were ɲrst asked to provide an overview of their understanding of Greenprint, as 

well as their involvement in the initiative so far. The interviewees were then updated on the 

Greenprint progress, asked to conɲrm whether they understand the two World Class Blue/Green 

Environments outcomes, and were given the opportunity to comment on the outcome deɲnitions.  

 

With the outcomes in mind, the interviewees were asked to provide their opinions on what actions 

they believe should be taken across the Central South, in order to achieve the Greenprint outcomes. 

Where appropriate, the interviewees were asked to identify the challenges and obstacles to 

achieving the outcomes, and provide suggestions for overcoming them. Finally, the interviewees 

were given an opportunity to add any other comments.   

The objective of 

the Greenprint 

framework is  

to enhance  

collaboration 

across and  

within sectors to 

achieve green 

growth together. 
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3. Common themes across both objectives. 

3.1. Overview  

Throughout the interviews, common themes and challenges emerged across the outcomes and 

sectors. Those themes and challenges are applicable to organisations, businesses, councils and 

authorities across central south. The common themes and challenges for restoring and protecting 

both water and land, are summarised below: 

Most councils and local authorities have declared a Climate Emergency. The same  

commitment is needed for protection and restoration of the natural environment.  

A holistic approach to habitat restoration, protection and planning for Net Zero is required 

for highest impact. 

Local nature recovery strategies need to aim beyond the environment act, and should be 

an essential component of the planning frameworks.  

Biodiversity net gain should be considered at all spatial scales; from small outdoor spaces 

owned by local businesses, to local greening projects and restoration of entire landscapes.  

Greening cities can be challenging, but the focus should be on increasing overall biodiversity 

suitable for the location, rather than solely relying on tree or foliage cover.  

© Visit Isle of Wight / The Hampshire Story  

3.2 Suggested actions 

Based on the emerging common themes, a summary of the suggested actions relating to both Land 

Restoration and Protection, and Water Restoration and Protection is displayed in the table on page 7.   

Restoration of native biodiversity is crucial. However, suitable assessments are required to 

ensure restored habitats are able to withstand future climatic projections meaning the use  

of non-native species may be more suitable for some locations. 

Engagement from large-scale landowners is crucial.  


