
 
 
 

 
 

 

Minutes of the 
Partnership for South Hampshire (PfSH) 

Joint Committee 
 

(to be confirmed at the next meeting) 

 
Date: Wednesday, 6 December 2023 
  
Venue: Council Chamber - Civic Offices 

 
 

PRESENT:  

Chairman Councillor Seán Woodward, Fareham BC (Chairman) 
 

 Councillor Chris Hatter, East Hants DC 
Councillor Keith House, Eastleigh BC 
Councillor Robert Hylands, Gosport BC 
Councillor Stephen Philpott, Hampshire CC 
Councillor Alex Rennie, Havant BC 
Councillor Derek Tipp, New Forest DC 
David Bence, New Forest NPA 
Councillor Hugh Mason, Portsmouth CC 
Councillor Eamonn Keogh, Southampton CC 
Councillor Nick Adams-King, Test Valley BC 
Councillor Martin Tod, Winchester CC 
 

Chief 
Executives: 

Adam Harvey, East Hants DC 
James Strachan, Eastleigh BC 
Andrew Wannell, Fareham BC 
Debbie Gore, Gosport BC 
Gary Westbrook, Hampshire CC 
Alex Robinson, Havant BC 
Tim Guymer, New Forest DC 
Pete Boustred, Southampton CC 
Graham Smith, Test Valley BC 
Adrian Fox, Winchester CC 
 

 
Co-opted 
Members: 

Richard Jones, Solent LEP 
Paddy May, Partnership for South Hampshire 
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Partnership for South 
Hampshire (PfSH) Joint 
Committee 

 6 December 2023 

 

 

 
 
Also 
Present: 

 
  
Mike Allgrove, PfSH Consultant – Items 8&9 
Graham Tuck, Chairman Planning Officer Group – Item 8&9 
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Partnership for South 
Hampshire (PfSH) Joint 
Committee 

 6 December 2023 

 

 

 
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE AND CHANGES IN JOINT COMMITTEE 

MEMBERSHIP  
 
Apologies of absence were received from Councillor Lorna Fielker 
(Southampton CC) with Councillor Eamonn Keogh deputising, Councillor Peter 
Chegwyn (Gosport BC) with Councillor Robert Hylands deputising, Steve 
Jorden (Havant BC) with Alex Robinson deputising, Natalie Brahma-Pearl 
(Portsmouth CC), Mike Harris (Southampton CC) with Pete Boustred 
deputising, Laura Taylor (Winchester CC) with Adrian Fox deputising. 
  
The Chairman welcomed David Bence as the new Chairman of the New 
Forest National Park Authority who has recently been appointed to the PfSH 
Joint Committee.  
  
The Chairman also welcomed Alison Potts from Natural England as the newly 
appointed Co-opted Member to the Joint Committee. Although not able to 
attend tonight’s meeting, it is hoped she will attend future meetings of the 
Committee. 
 

2. MINUTES  
 
RESOLVED that the Minutes of the PfSH Joint Committee meeting held on the 
26 September 2023 be confirmed and signed as a correct record.  
 

3. CHAIRMAN'S ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
The Chairman made no announcements at the meeting. 
 

4. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
 
No declarations of interest were made at the meeting.  
 

5. DEPUTATIONS  
 
A written deputation was received by Nick Sutcliffe on behalf of Lichfields at 
item 9 – PfSH Spatial Position Statement. The written statement was 
circulated to Members of the Joint Committee ahead of the meeting.  
 

6. REFERENCES FROM THE PFSH OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY 
COMMITTEE  
 
The Joint Committee considered the reference from the PfSH Overview and 
Scrutiny Committee held on the 29 November 2023: -  
  
MINUTE ITEM 7 – PFSH COORDINATORS REPORT 
  
The Committee received the PfSH Co-ordinator's report which provides an 
opportunity for issues which are significant, but do not justify a full report in 
their own right, to be brought to the attention of the Joint Committee for 
decision or for information.  
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Partnership for South 
Hampshire (PfSH) Joint 
Committee 

 6 December 2023 

 

 

Paddy May, PfSH Coordinator, presented the contents of the report to the 
Committee. It was highlighted to Members that at paragraph 4.3 of the report, 
the final draft level 1 SFRA hasn’t yet been issued to the New Forest as 
stated.  
  
Members discussed the proposed change to the PfSH meeting schedule to 
reduce the meetings from five to four each municipal year, the Committee 
agreed to support the proposed change to reduce the schedule to four 
meetings as set out in appendix A of the report.  
  
RESOLVED that the Overview and Scrutiny Committee:- 
  

a)    NOTES the contents of the report; 
  

b)    NOTES that Joint Committee will be asked to AGREE that the number 
of PfSH meetings be reduced from five meetings to four meetings each 
municipal year, as set out at appendix A of this report. If this 
recommendation is not agreed, the existing five meeting schedule is 
attached at appendix B; 

  
c)    NOTES that Joint Committee will be asked to NOTE the matters for 

information outlined in part B of this report; and 
  

d)    support with the proposal set out at b) to reduce the PfSH schedule of 
meetings to four meetings each municipal year. 

 
7. PFSH COORDINATOR'S REPORT  

 
The Committee received a report from the PfSH Co-ordinator which provides 
an opportunity for issues which are significant, but do not justify a full report in 
their own right, to be brought to the attention of the Joint Committee for 
decision or for information.   
 
Paddy May, PfSH Coordinator, presented the contents of the report to the 
Committee. It was highlighted to Members that at paragraph 4.3 of the report, 
the final draft level 1 SFRAs hasn’t yet been issued to the New Forest as 
stated.   
The Committee considered the comments from the Overview and Scrutiny 
Committee, to support the reduction of PfSH meetings from five to four each 
municipal year from 2024/25. 
  
RESOLVED that the Joint Committee:- 
  

a)   AGREE that the Joint Committee and Overview and Scrutiny Committee 
meetings be reduced from five meetings to four meetings each 
municipal year, as set out at appendix A of the report; and 
  

b)    NOTE the matters for information outlined in part B of this report. 
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Partnership for South 
Hampshire (PfSH) Joint 
Committee 

 6 December 2023 

 

 

8. PFSH STATEMENT OF COMMON GROUND  
 
The Committee received a report from Graham Tuck, Chairman of the PfSH 
Planning Officers Group, which sets out the proposed Statement of Common 
Ground - Broad Areas of Search for Growth Assessment evidence base 
document. 
  
RESOLVED that the Joint Committee NOTE the content of the Broad Areas of 
Search for Growth Assessments document, attached at Appendix 1 to the 
report, and that it will be published on the PfSH website. 
  

9. PFSH SPATIAL POSITION STATEMENT  
 
The Committee received a report from Graham Tuck, Chairman of the PfSH 
Planning Officers Group which sets out the proposed Spatial Position 
Statement (SPS) to be agreed by the PfSH authorities. 
  
The Committee considered the written deputation as set out at item 5. 
  
Councillor Derek Tipp from the New Forest DC joined the meeting during this 
item.  
  
Members of the Joint Committee discussed the new SPS asking questions 
with regards to the various site allocations and details around the methodology 
used in obtaining the housing figures within the document. Graham explained 
that the figures for each authority were gathered locally by the relevant 
Planning Officers and assured Members that this document has been created 
to assist all Local Planning Authorities (LPAs) within PfSH, to progress their 
local plans and provide evidence of a duty to cooperate. More testing will be 
required by each authority at local level through the Local Plan process. 
  
Members also discussed the transport elements of the SPS, with Councillor 
Philpott from Hampshire CC addressing the Committee to explain that the 
County recognises the issues relating to transport work across the region. It 
was suggested that it would have been helpful to understand the position/ 
progress of LPA local plans alongside the SPS.  The Joint Committee agreed 
that this would be a useful addition and asked that this be circulated to 
Members with the Minutes of this meeting. 
  
RESOLVED that the Joint Committee:- 
  

a) APPROVE the content of the Spatial Position Statement, attached at 
Appendix 1 to this report,  
 

b) ASK that a note be circulated with the minutes outlining each local 
planning authorities Local Plan position; and  

  
b)    NOTE that the SPS will replace the 2016 Spatial Position Statement. 

 
 

(The meeting started at 6.00 pm 
and ended at 6.23 pm). 
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