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Conservation of Habitats and
Species Regulations (2017) Bid Awre

Three Special Protection Areas (SPAs) to safeguard overwintering birds
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Special Protection Areas in the
Bird Aware Solent region

. Solent and Southampton Water

Portsmouth Harbour

Chichester and Langstone Harbours



Bird Aware
Solent

Birds in the Solent

e At low tide they feed around the shore
e At high tide they roost on higher ground

e Wildfowl will also feed on grassy areas
near the coast

They need to eat well and end the winter healthy enough to migrate back to
their summer breeding grounds.
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2009/13 Research Findings

e Planned new housing will increase visitor numbers
to the coast by 13% in next 15 years.

e Predicts an increase in bird mortality and a decline of bird
population numbers over time.

e 71% of disturbance is caused by walkers (30%) and
dog walkers (41%).

e | evel of disturbance to birds is determined
by how people behave rather than numbers
per se.



Tools to Mitigate

Solent

e Ranger Team _
« Communication / education - "%
e Dog initiatives

e Codes of conduct

e Site specific projects
e Suitable Alternative Natural Greenspaces

Move further Keep dogs Follow

away alongside requests
if birds
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Delivered to date

Bird Aware
Solent

50+ community * 30 guided

650+ annual patrols and pop-up events b|rdwatCh'r.lg walks
talking to 8k people annually, meeting annually with over
every year 1.5k people 400 people taking

part

97% respond

6k leaflets Over 2k planning el

- = positively to ranger
distributed annually permissions a year

engagement




Five year review praise

'We have summarised the level of mitigation that has been
achieved by Bird Aware Solent and partners and the total for the 5

years under review are impressive.'

'‘Bird Aware has been ground-breaking in many ways and has
provided a mould for many other mitigation schemes around the

country.’

'Bird Aware have achieved a wide reach, strong profile and there is
a sense of momentum, with new projects and different engagement

being rolled out'.
Independent review, Footprint Ecology March 2023
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Five year review warnings

'Mitigation is a long term commitment with the full scale of
impacts from growth yet to materialise.'

Bird Aware

'Limited resources are a recurrent theme from the review.’

'‘Changes might be necessary in future to ensure mitigation
measures are fit for purpose.’

'Figures indicate the level of Ranger cover is low given the scale of
visitor use.'

"There is relatively little evidence to indicate how much Ranger
coverage is necessary or optimal, however the current level of

coverage is too low.’
Independent review, Footprint Ecology March 2023
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SPA breeding birds

Bird Aware
Solent

'Any plan or project that results in a
general increase in local population,
such as plan-led housing growth,
could trigger likely significant
effects for this species. Tourist
facilities, holiday accommodation,
water sports facilities and similar
projects could also all be relevant.’

Independent study, Footprint Ecology 2024




SPA breeding birds

Solent

'It will be difficult to rule out
adverse effects on integrity
without adequate protective
measures (i.e. mitigation)
being secured. The next step
resulting from this report is
therefore to consider what
mitigation might be necessary
and how it could be
implemented.’

Independent study, Footprint Ecology 2024

ﬂ




Proposed changes

Duration of Strategy Predicted dwelling Inclusion of breeding
from 2034 (2114) to from 2432 to 5674 birds - extending Expanded team,
2050 (2130) per annum mitigation from from 10 to 19
(147,529 total) 6 months to 12

Increased Increased
communications monitoring

Increased focus

on dog initiatives resources resources



Impact on developer contributions

No increase in contributions required since all additional mitigation costs covered
by extra developer contributions resulting from predicted increase in dwellings.

Bird Aware
Solent

Partnership remains an op-in scheme for developers

Current: Mowves to: .
- s Homes within zone of SPA

Bedroom size 2024/25 All year il
1 £465 £A465* £419*
2 £671 £671* £604*
3 £875 £875* £788*
4 £1,029 £1,029* £927*
5+ £1,207 £1,207* £1,087*
Flat fee £777 £777* £700*

* Annual inflationary increases will continue as usual
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Ongoing commitments

Regular
monitoring and
reporting

Regular external Regular financial
reviews reviews




Alternative options/
consequences of not adapting

Bird Aware

Solent

 NE acknowledges the evidence base has changed over
time and currently welcomes how the Partnership have
considered this in the revised Strategy

 Developers will have to produce bespoke mitigation
schemes for breeding birds

e Existing scheme will not be fit for purpose over time

e Risk that all housing developments may have to cease

e Risk that Local Plans will not pass inspection if not able

to evidence an appropriate mitigation scheme
>

e Risk of deterioration of condition of SPA ! .



Timescales, governance publicity
Solent

Event Date

PfSH Joint Committee Meeting 30 September

Notify developers, stakeholders and residents Mid October

To be completed by

Formal adoption by each LPA end of January 2025

Recruitment February and March 2025

Start operating under revised Strategy 1 April 2025

Governance will continue to be provided by PfSH Joint Committee, with non PfSH
Authorities invited to attend and participate in all debates related to Bird Aware.
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Extract from Natural England Letter %

Solent

'Natural England are supportive of the resourcing plan that has been
drafted to set out the aims and focus of the Bird Aware Strategy over the
next five years'.

Furthermore, it confirmed that it 'support[s] the recommendations for
additional resources and welcome the breadth of work covered by the
delivery strands in order to influence visitor behaviour positively'.

With regard to the inclusion of breeding birds within the revised strategy, it
has confirmed that it 'welcome|s] the consideration of designated
breeding birds within the Revised strategy' and they also noted they 'were
pleased to see the detailed work undertaken to identify the best potential
resources to address this issue’'.

NATURAL
ENGLAND
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Recommendations —

Solent

It is recommended that the Joint Committee:-

i)  NOTES and ENDORSES the Bird Aware Partnership's revised strategy
and supporting financial model.

i) PERMITS Appendix B financial model of the Revised Strategy to be
updated over time, as required by emerging guidance, caselaw and local
circumstances, through delegated authority to the PfSH lead chief
executive in consultation with the Chair of Joint Committee with any
significant changes to be reported to the Joint Committee.

iii) PERMITS the financial model to be updated over time, as required by
operational need and market influences, through delegated authority to
the PfSH Lead Chief Executive in consultation with the Chair of Joint
Committee, with any significant changes to be reported to the Joint
Committee.
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Thank you for listening.
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